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SUMMARY

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC) submits the

following comments in response to the Common Carrier Bureau�s request for comments

on the National Thousands-Block Number Pooling Rollout Schedule in CC Docket No.

99-200.    The WUTC submits these comments  to emphasize the importance of the

pooling schedule and to explain why the WUTC believes the dates established for

Washington state NPAs in the pooling rollout schedule should remain intact.  The WUTC

further confirms that both the 509 NPA and 360 NPA are in active pooling trials.  The

WUTC encourages the Commission to retain the current rollout schedule for Washington

pooling dates.

DISCUSSION

The WUTC is committed to slowing the rapid proliferation of new area codes in

Washington state.  In 1994, Washington had only two area codes, 206 and 509.  Today,

Washington has six area codes;  206, 253, 360, 425, 509, and 564.  The WUTC has

strongly supported the Commission�s efforts to implement national number conservation

and has used the Commission-delegated authority to slow the need for more new area

codes in the state.  Additionally, the WUTC has used its authority to encourage

conservation of numbers and consolidation of rate centers.

A. The Pooling Trials

 In the Public Notice, the Commission stated that   �[p]ooling trials that have

commenced before March 2002 will be transitioned into the national pooling

administration program prior to the national pooling rollout.�  Public Notice, DA 01-2419
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(Oct. 17, 2001).  The WUTC concurs in this decision.  The WUTC notes that the 360

NPA currently is in a pooling trial with implementation scheduled for December, 2001.

Were a state pooling trial not in place, area code 360 would be a very high priority for

national pooling.  The 360 NPA  includes parts of both the Seattle and Portland, OR,

MSAs and is in jeopardy.

The WUTC also notes that the 509 NPA , which includes the Spokane MSA, is

currently in a pooling trial, with implementation scheduled for January, 2002.

Therefore, the Commission properly omitted it from the national rollout schedule.

B. The 206, 253, and 425 NPAs

  The WUTC concurs with the Commission�s  order of priority for the 206, 253,

and 425 NPAs.  The priority makes sense because 425 is expected to reach exhaustion

first and 253 last.  As currently scheduled, implementation of the national pooling in

these area codes can be expected to occur in time to avoid a needless area code overlay.

Any slippage in the proposed schedule would, however, put consumers in western

Washington at risk of having an area code overlay implemented solely due to a failure to

make timely use of number efficiency tools such as pooling.



CONCLUSION

The WUTC remains committed to assuring number conservation through number

pooling, rate center consolidation and all other means of conservation available.  The

WUTC  confirms with the Commission the active implementation schedule and pooling

trials in progress in both the 509 NPA and 360 NPA in Washington state.  The WUTC

respectfully encourages the Commission to retain the pooling schedule associated with

the Washington state NPAs in the Commission�s National Thousands Block Number

Pooling Rollout Schedule proposed October 17, 2001.

Respectfully submitted,

Washington Utilities and Transportation  Commission


